ORDINANCE NO. 01 - 2020

AN URGENCY ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF EAST PALO ALTO

ESTABLISHING A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON RESIDENTIAL EVICTIONS FOR NON-
PAYMENT OF RENT BY TENANTS IMPACTED BY THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

SECTION 1. FINDINGS

WHEREAS, on March 3, 2020, the San Mateo County Health Officer declared a local health
emergency throughout San Mateo County and the County Manager, serving as the County Director of

Emergency Services, proclaimed a local emergency throughout San Mateo County related to the novel
coronavirus (“COVID-19"); and

WHEREAS, on March 10, 2020, the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors (the “County
Board”) ratified and extended the declaration and proclamation and this state of emergency remains in
effect; and

WHEREAS, on March 16, 2020, the Health Officer issued an order that directs all individuals
currently living within San Mateo County to shelter in their place of residence (“Shelter-in-Place Order”),
and authorizes individuals to leave their residences only for certain “Essential Activities,” Essential
Governmental Functions,” or to operate “Essential Businesses,” as defined in the Shelter-in Place-
Order; and

WHEREAS, on March 16, 2020, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-28-20, which
grants cities, counties, and cities and counties authority to enact temporary moratoria on residential
and commercial evictions based on a non-payment of rent caused by the COVID-19 pandemic or the
federal, state and/or local response to the COVID-19 pandemic; and

WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020, the East Palo Alto City Council determined that the threat to
public health from the introduction of COVID-19 in San Mateo County constitutes an emergency and
proclaimed that a local emergency now exits in the City of East Palo Alto; and

WHEREAS, on March 19, 2020, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order
N-33-20 which, among other things, directs all California residents to immediately heed current State
public health directives, including the March 19, 2020 directive of the State Public Health Officer to all
State residents to stay home or at their place of residence, subject to certain exceptions; and

WHEREAS, as of the date of this ordinance, State and County officials report that there are
approximately 165 confirmed cases of COVID-19 within the County, over 2,102 confirmed cases in
California, and 40 COVID-19 related deaths in California; and

WHEREAS, on March 24, 2020, the County Board adopted an Emergency Regulation for San
Mateo County that established a moratorium for non-payment of rent by residential tenants directly
impacted by the COVID-19 emergency and no-fault terminations of tenancy, unless the eviction is
necessary for the health and safety of the tenant or the landlord; and

WHEREAS, the County eviction moratorium went into effect immediately and will remain in effect
until the termination of the State of Emergency; and
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